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At the Wooster City School District, students are at the center of everything we do. Our goal is to 
provide the finest, world-class educational programming, transportation, and support services pos-
sible. This is why the 6.5-mil operating levy is crucial to the Wooster City School District.  

The levy will allow the Wooster City Schools to continue providing best in class services to our stu-
dents. It will also help fund innovation in curriculum by bringing in new technology.

The district needs the levy dollars now to raise revenues to cover inflationary costs, such as trans-
portation, curriculum, supplies, school maintenance and operations, and personnel expenses that 
have increased over the past 10 years. 

Schools cannot thrive without funding, and without thriving schools, we see property values de-
crease and families choose to move or 
find schooling in other places for their chil-
dren. Our children need strong schools, 
and strong schools build strong commu-
nities. 

The 6.5-mil operating levy on the March 
17 ballot will allow the Wooster City 
School District to continue to provide a 
modern curriculum, dedicated and com-
mitted educators, reliable transportation, 
and buildings that operate efficiently. 

We are proud to be a strong school dis-
trict, offering a high-quality education to 
our students and value to our community. 
For more information about the district 
and the operating levy, please visit www.
woostercityschools.org.

6.5-mil Operating Levy on March 17 Ballot

February 19  |  7 p.m.  
Cornerstone Elementary School

March 3  |  9:30 a.m. 
Wayne County Public Library

March 3  |  5 p.m. 
Parkview Elementary School
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Why are operating levies needed?
In 1976, the state of Ohio passed House Bill 920, which does not allow for inflationary increases in property valuation to provide funds 
for schools. This forces school districts to place frequent levies on the ballot to raise revenue for inflationary costs such as transporta-

tion, curriculum, supplies, school maintenance, and operations.

Why does the district need the money now? 
The district needs the levy dollars now to raise revenues to cover inflationary costs that have increased over the past 10 years. Operat-

ing costs include utilities, curriculum, technology, transportation, and personnel.

Operating levies provide crucial funding for day-to-day 

operations including teachers, curriculum, transportation, 

food services, health services, supplies, and utilities. 

Equipment
(3%)

Other
(1%) Transfers (3%)

Supplies & Materials
(3%)

Purchased Services
(18%)

Personnel (72%)

How much will a  

6.5-mil levy cost? 

The monthly payment is 
based on the County Auditor’s 
assessed property value. 
For example, a resident with 
a property market value of 
$100,000 will pay $18.95 per 
month. 

Why does the district 
need this money? 

INFLATION, 
INFLATION, 
INFLATION. 

How long has it been 
since the Wooster 
City School District 
has asked for new 
operating funds? 

TEN YEARS! 2010 was the last 
operating levy request. Ten 
years is the longest duration in 
district history. 

What will this 
levy cost me?

18.95 
Month

$

$100,000

Property 
Appraised 

Property 
Tax

How will the 
levy dollars be 
used?  
Dollars raised through 
the levy will be used for 
general fund “operating” 
expenses, including: 

a

a

FY 2020 General Fund Appropriation

$$

School BusesPersonnel Curriculum/TechnologyUtilities
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Fast Facts:

Message from the Treasurer – Bonnie West

• It has been 10 years since Wooster City Schools last requested an 
operating levy. 

• The 6.5-mil operating levy would cost $18.95 a month on a property 
market value of $100,000. 

• With the passage of an additional 6.5-mils, Wooster City Schools will be 
able to fund inflationary increases in operations. 

• The Wooster City School District has an outstanding track record of 
success. Wooster High School was named a U.S. News and World 
Reports “BEST” High School in 2019 and received and “A” on the State 
Report Card for 4-Year Graduation Rate. Additionally, the district offers 
the Highest Rated (5-Star) Littlest Generals Preschool Program.

The Wooster City School District has a 6.5 operating levy on 
the March 17, 2020 ballot. The operating levy is needed at 
this time due to the increase in costs such as transportation, 
curriculum, supplies, maintenance and operations. These 
costs are affected by inflation as Ohio does not allow for an-
nual inflationary increases in property valuations to provide 
additional funds for schools.

This marks the first time in 10 years that Wooster City Schools 
is asking for a new operating levy – the longest time between 
operating levies in the district’s history. The levy is expected 
to cost the owner of a $100,000 home an additional $18.95 
per month in taxes. 

The passing of the operating levy will allow Wooster City 
Schools to continue providing world-class educational pro-
gramming, operations and support services to our students.
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1 2 103 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 years

2010 6 years

Wooster City School District Levy History
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Winter 2020 Calendar of Events
February 10 - 14 
Spirit Week for Heart Health Awareness
Wednesday, February 12 
WHS: PTC - 4-7 p.m.
Thursday, February 13 
Edgewood: PTC - 4-7 p.m.
Thursday, February 17 
NO SCHOOL: Presidents Day
Tuesday, February 18 
Edgewood: Gr. 5-6 Band Concert - WHS PAC - 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Education Work Session - Central Office - 7 p.m.
Wednesday, February 19 
WHS/Edgwood: Gr. 7-12 Orchestra Concert - WHS PAC - 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, February 20 
WHS: Concert Band Festival - PAC - 6:30 p.m. 
Parkview: Skate Night - Acres of Fun - 6-8 p.m.
Friday, February 21 
Edgewood: NJHS Induction Ceremony - 7 p.m. 
End of 2nd Trimester for Grades K-4
Tuesday, February 25 
WHS: District ACT Test - 9 a.m. 
WHS: Symphonic Band Concert - PAC - 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Education Meeting - WHS LGIR - 7 p.m.
Thursday, February 27 
WHS/Edgewood: Gr. 7, 8 & 9 Band Concert - WHS PAC - 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, February 27 
Kean: Carnival - 5:30-8 p.m.
Monday, March 2 
WHS: Tri-County Festival of Choirs - Smithville Field House - 7:30 
p.m. 
Cornerstone: Right to Read Week 

All Elementary Schools: PTC - 5-8 p.m.
Tuesday, March 3 
Cornerstone: Right to Read Week 
Parkview: Spring Picture Day
Wednesday, March 4 
Cornerstone: Right to Read Week 
All Elementary Schools: PTC - 5-8 p.m.
Thursday, March 5 
Cornerstone: Right to Read Week 
Littlest Generals PreSchool: Spring Picture Day
Friday, March 6 
NO SCHOOL: Release Day for Parent Teacher Conferences
Tuesday, March 10 
WHS: ACT Test Make-Up - 8 a.m.
Wednesday, March 11 
Melrose: Spring Picture Day
Friday, March 13 
Melrose: Carnival - 5:30-8 p.m. 
End of 3rd Quarter for Grades 5-12
Monday, March 16 
Cornerstone: Gr. 2, 3, 4 - Grandparents Day - Gym - 10-11 a.m. 
Cornerstone: Gr. K-1 - Grandparents Day - Gym - 2-3 p.m. 
Cornerstone: Gr. K-1 Spring Music Program - Gym - 7 p.m. 
Board of Education Work Session - Central Office - 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 17 
WHS: Jazz Night - PAC - 7:30 p.m. 
Kean: Spring Picture Day
Friday, March 20 
Parkview: Grandparents Day - 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Monday, March 23 
Cornerstone: Spring Picture Day

Tuesday, March 24 
Board of Education Meeting - WHS LGIR - 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 25 
Melrose: Spring Picture Day
Thursday, March 26 
Edgewood: Spring Picture Day
Friday, March 27 
Cornerstone: Carnival - 5:30-8 p.m.
Saturday, March 28 
Fine Arts Festival - WHS Commons - 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesday, March 31 
All-City Band Concert - WHS Gym - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 1 
Kindergarten Registration - Central Office - 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 4 
WHS: ACT Test
April 6 - 10 
No School: Spring Break
Tuesday, April 14 
Kindergarten Registration - Central Office - 12-7 p.m.
Monday, April 20 
Board of Education Work Session - Central Office - 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 21 
Parkview: Gr. K-1 - Music Concert - 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 23 
Melrose: Gr. K-1 Spring Music Pogram - WHS PAC - 7-8 p.m.
Tuesday, April 28 
Board of Education Meeting - WHS LGIR - 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 30  
Parkview: Gr. 4 Music Concert - 7 p.m.

305 West Mulberry Street 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-262-6730 
www.bognergroup.com 

For more than 85 years, we have been a proud partner with Wooster High School Athletics. 

Contractor for Wooster High School & Follis Field 
Design-Builder of Alice Noble Ice Arena 

Construction Manager of Natatorium Renovation 
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Wooster High School Academic 
Challenge Team Wins OCC Tournament 
for Second Consecutive Year 
The Wooster High School varsity 
academic challenge team took 
home first place in the Ohio Cardi-
nal Conference (OCC) on Nov. 4, 
2019. The junior varsity (JV) team 
came in a very close second place 
in the JV bracket.  

“Both teams did an excellent 
job and I am very proud of their 
performance in the OCC tourna-
ment and the hard work they put 
in, making time to practice and 
studying, prior to the event,” said 
Dylan Ruff, academic challenge 
coach and biology and PLTW en-
gineering teacher at Wooster High 
School.

The OCC tournament consisted 
of Wooster High School and six 
other teams that competed over 
seven rounds. At the end of the 
seven rounds, Wooster High 
School’s varsity team scored the 
highest, beating out the second 
place team by nearly 30 points. 
This is the second year in a row 
the team has won the tournament.

The Wooster academic challenge 
teams are comprised of 11 stu-
dents who make up the varsity 
and JV teams. The varsity team 
includes Tyler Keating, Olivia 
VanSickle, Sophia VanSickle and 
Rheanna Velasquez. The JV team 

members are Hayden Michel, Mi-
chael Nguyen, Christopher Vann, 
Seth Opatz, Zach Keating, Alexis 
Greene, and Molly Snyder. 

“Academic challenge is an awe-
some opportunity for students to 
challenge themselves in a way 
that is hard to find other places,” 
said Ruff. “You get to test your 

brain and work on teamwork and 
sportsmanship at the same time. 
All of my students participate in 
multiple extracurricular activities 
that test them athletically or men-
tally, but academic challenge is a 
unique experience that combines 
competition with brainpower.”

No minimum balance to earn the annual percentage yield. Variable interest rates for balances $0 - $14,999.99 received are at 3.00% annual percentage yield and balances $15,000 and greater will receive an APY of 3.00% to 
0.57% when the reward requirements are met. To earn the reward, complete only 10 debit card purchases of $10 or more during a statement cycle. APY accurate as of August 1, 2019. No minimum balance required to earn the 
APY. If 10 debit cards purchases of $10 or more are not completed, the rate earned will be 0.05% APY. Minimum to open the account is $100. Monthly eStatement is available for no charge and a paper statement 
is available for a monthly service charge of $3. See account disclosure and fee schedule for additional details. First order of Custom Creations wallet checks through Wayne Savings are free. Service charge may 
reduce earnings. Unlimited check writing on collected balances. Your APY and interest rate may change. At our discretion, we may change the interest rate on your account.

Congratulations 
to the following 
fall & winter  
athletic teams for 
earning impressive 
cumulative GPAs 
this season!

Girls Cross Country: 3.75
Volleyball: 3.74
Girls Tennis: 3.662
Boys Cross Country: 3.57
Boys Soccer: 3.52
Girls Soccer: 3.52
Boys Golf: 3.459
Girls Golf: 3.334
Cheerleading: 3.325
Football: 3.195
Highlights: 
• Volleyball 2017, 2018 

OHSAA Scholar Team 
Award Winners

Winter

Girls Swimming - 3.625
Boys Swimming - 3.538
Girls Basketball - 3.528
Girls Bowling - 3.346 
Boys Bowling - 3.329
Gymnastics - 3.314
Wrestling - 3.249
Boys Basketball - 3.095

Fall
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Wooster High School Drama Club to Slay 
on the Stage This Spring

This spring, the WHS Drama 
Club is bringing intrigue and 
comedy to the stage in two 
murder mystery plays. Sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors will 
perform Clue while eighth and 
ninth-graders will showcase 
their talents in Murder’s In The 
Heir.

“We felt it was time, play-wise, 
to have a genuine amount 
of fun,” said Brett Hiner, lan-
guage arts teacher and direc-
tor of the drama club. “Both of 
these shows are funny mur-
der mysteries that rely heavily 
on comedic timing and some 
physical comedy. We wanted 
to challenge our performers 
in a different way, and these 
plays allow them an opportu-
nity to embrace a consistent 
flow of action leading to many 
silly moments. As I’ve stressed 
to our actors, don’t mistake sil-
liness with lack of skill. Both of 
these shows are hard!”

Clue is based on the film ver-
sion of the popular board 
game. It centers around a 

dinner party gone wrong. 
The host ends up dead, the 
guests are all suspects and 
hijinks abound in this comedy. 
Wooster’s production will take 
place on March 26, 27 and 28 
at 7:30 p.m. and March 29 at 2 
p.m. Because of the high level 
of interest and talent, Clue was 
double cast. Each cast will per-
form two of the four shows. 

Murder’s In The Heir is also a 
murder mystery. The play fo-
cuses on Simon Starkweather 
gathering his family to an-
nounce the contents of his will. 
Inevitably, Simon is murdered 
and all of his relatives become 
suspects. Hilarity ensues 
while his grandson and a po-
lice detective try to determine 
who is guilty. As an interactive 
play, the audience gets to de-
cide who will take the blame. 
Murder’s In The Heir will take 
place on April 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets for Clue will soon be 
available by visiting www.tick-
etpeak.com/whsdrama. They 
will be $10 for adults and $8 for 

students and senior citizens. 
Murder’s In The Heir tickets 
will be available in early April.

For more information about the 
WHS Drama Club production, 
email Brett Hiner at wstr_bhin-
er@woostercityschools.org 

or call him at 330-345-4000, 
ext. 3216. For ticket inqui-
ries, please contact Steve Lo-
Giudice at stevenlogiudice@
gmail.com.

                         FFiinnaanncciiaall  BBeenneeffiitt   
Most universi�es view the IB curriculum as the 

        most rigorous available. 
 

Students from the gradua�ng class of 2019 earned  
more than $1.4 million in college scholarships.  

IIBB  AAddvvaannttaaggeess  
* College Credit  * Scholarships 
* Global Awareness  * World Class Credential 
* Preferred College  * Collegiate‐Level   

Acceptance                   Research, Labs &  
                                        Cri�cal Thinking  

TThhee  AAccaaddeemmyy  
The IB Diploma Programme is a rigorous college preparatory program for a student’s junior and senior years of high 
school.  
  

Tri‐County Interna�onal Academy is located on the campus of Wooster High School. It operates as a school within a 
school with it’s own structure and staff, using highly qualied, experienced instructors. High school students within the  
tri‐county area (Ashland, Holmes, Wayne) may apply for admi�ance to the Academy. Each student graduates from his/
her home school. Many students return to their home schools at the end of the day to par�cipate in extra‐curricular 
ac�vi�es, including athle�cs. Resident districts pay for student tui�on. Family pays fees to cover the cost of lab fees and 
the IB exams.   
 

Visita�ons begin in January.  Applica�ons accepted through the rst week of March.   
 

For more information please contact:   Tri‐County International Academy,  Victoria Birk at: 
330‐345‐4000 ext. 3224 or email tesc_vbirk@tccsa.net 

Clue & Murder’s In The Heir
March 26, 27 and 28 at 7:30 p.m.
March 29 at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 
for students and senior citizens
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The Wooster City School District 
Board of Education held its organi-
zational meeting on Friday, Jan. 10. 
At the meeting, L. Sue Herman was 
named as president and Bill Gantz 
was named to the role of vice presi-
dent. 
“I thoroughly love serving on the 
board, and I am excited for my 
term as president,” said Sue Her-
man, president of the Wooster City 
School District Board of Education. 
“As a retired teacher, it has been 
an incredible education for me to 
look at our system from different 
perspectives. I look forward to con-
tinuing our successful teamwork as 
board members and administration 
while we lead the district. I have 
the greatest respect for my fellow 
members and appreciate the untir-
ing dedication of our Central Office 
personnel and look forward to our 
continuing partnership.”
Sue has been a member of the 
board since 2016. This is her first 
year and term as president. She 
spent 21 years in the classroom as 

an English teacher at Wooster High 
School. 
“The board is faced with a levy on 
the ballot for the first time in al-
most 10 years, so a great deal of 
our energies is going into garnering 
support from the community to con-
tinue the work we are doing,” said 
Herman. “We are also involved in 
strategic planning, which will take a 
great deal of energy and dedication. 
We sincerely want the Wooster City 
School District to be the best it can 
possibly be and are doing all we can 
to see that vision accomplished.”

Sue Herman Named President of Wooster School Board

Wooster City School 
District to Host 22nd 
Annual Fine Arts Festival
On Saturday, March 28, 2018, the Wooster City School Dis-
trict will host the 22nd Annual Fine Arts Festival, celebrating 
the artistic contributions of students in grades kindergarten 
through 12. This year’s event will take place at Wooster High 
School (WHS) from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Students from all grade 
levels submit artwork, including 2D and 3D pieces, which 
are displayed in the Commons. Judges from the community 
award the students for different categories and one student 
walks away with the People’s Choice Award for the event. 
This year, Edgewood Middle School fifth and sixth-grade stu-
dents are making an installation in the PAC lobby with a 50’s 
diner theme. 
In addition to the artwork, student performances are held 
throughout the day, including performances from the band, 
choir and more. The WHS Drama Club will also be perform-
ing Clue.
This year’s Fine Arts Festival is sure to be another entertain-
ing and enriching event for the district and community.
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For more information on the 

operating levy, including how 

to register to vote or request 

an absentee ballot, visit www.

woostercityschools.org or visit the 

Wayne County Board of Elections 

at: www.waynecountyoh.gov. 

Don’t forget to 
vote on March 17!

Stay Connected
 with the Wooster City School District

Twitter

Website

Facebook

E-newsletter

@woostercsd

www.woostercityschools.org

www.facebook.com/woostercityschools

Visit www.woostercityschools.org  
and click on the Communication icon


